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Before you read

After you read

Before reading Can We Borrow Ideas?, ask
the children some questions on what they
expect the comic to be about based on the
title and the cover page.

After you’ve ﬁnished reading the comic, ask
the children some questions to gauge their
understanding. Some questions you can
pose would be:

• Why might Salma be surprised?

• Where did Amina get the idea for her short
story from?

• Do you think borrowing ideas is okay?
Please elaborate.

While you read
While reading the comic, make a poof sound
when Shaheen and Joud appear, pointing at
them, then mention their names.
Change your voice whenever you switch
between characters. When Shaheen is
speaking, speak in a deeper voice. When Joud
is speaking use a gentle tone.

• Why does Shaheen think that what Amina did
was wrong?
• Do you agree with Shaheen when he said
that Salma should act even though Amina did
not borrow her own work but someone
else’s? Why or why not?
• How would you have dealt with the situation
if you were in Salma’s shoes?
• What did you learn from what happened with
Salma and Amina?

Make sure to morph your facial expression
to mimic that of the characters. For example,
when Salma realizes that Amina did not write
the story, change your expression to that of
surprise.
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Beyond the comic
Look at the list of scenarios below. Help your child place their corresponding numbers under
either the “Acceptable Behavior” column, which will be green, or the “Unacceptable
Behavior” column, which will be red.

Acceptable Behavior

Unacceptable Behavior

1. A friend mentions an idea they have for
show and tell. You go home, prepare a
presentation, then share it with the class.
2. You want to upload a video to your social
media. You decide to include a tune in the
background, but you still mention the name of
the artist who composed the musical piece in
your video.
3. Your school has a magazine that has a
“Jokes” section. You remember a joke your
friend has come up with a joke a couple of
weeks ago and you decide to submit it to the
magazine as your own.

4. Your friend makes a funny post. You reply to
the post using a reaction meme that you have
saved from the internet.
5. You go to the cinema. You ﬁlm the whole
movie with your phone. Later on, you go back
home and upload it on the internet for people
who can’t afford to watch it in the cinema.
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